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incisions were then made into the brain,
anterior to the track of the ball, but we
found no wound or injury to indicate
that the ball had penetrated the bran
any further than one and a half inches.
The scalp had perfectly closed over the
aperture in the bone, and a little plastic
lymph had been effused about the bed
where the ball had lain to protect the
brain from its rough and angular surface,
and would appear to be in a favorable
process of repair. It would appear then
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It 1s 1dle to say we do not know that they
penetrate the brain or do harm, because
We
know no less what the x-rays are than

we do not know what they are.

we know what light, heat and electricity
All we know of any of them is by
And we know that instances
being all
parts of the country of most disastrous
and destructive effects of the x-rays in
unskillful and imprudent hands."”

are.
their effects.
are from
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that the bullet wound was only a con- his death from injuries to the brain

tributing cause and by no means the only
or sole cause of his death. It has been
stated here in the account of the treat-
ment given him that on two occasions
anaesthetics were administered and the
x-rays used to locate the ball in his
head. The administration of the anaes-
thetic at any time after adhesive inflam-
mation had supervened jeopardized his
safety, and the application of the x-rays
to his head was hazardous to his life.

caused by a gunshot wound, anaesthetics
and the x-rays.
(Signed) E. H. Davis, M. D.
Third. The following 1s taken from a
report of Attorney Wilmont E. Knapp.*
The Trial.—George A. C. Orme was
placed on trial charged with murder in
the first degree on the thirteenth day of
“Wilmont l".E Knapp, of the law firm of Messrs. knapp
and O'Connell, attorneys for the defense whose indelan

gable efforts in their client’s beh Al resalted in his ac

quittal,
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December at a term of the Superior
Court, held in the city of Elmira. The
casc lasted until the twenty-third of
December (some ten days) the defence
maintained that the cause of death was
not the bullet alone, but that there were
other contributing causes. First, and
chiefly the exposure of the deceased to
the influence of the Roentgen Rays.
Second, repeated and improper adminis-
tration of ether. Third improper prob-
ing for the bullet on the day of the
shooting, being claimed that the probe
went outside of the wound and into the
substance of the brain proper. The last
subject, however, was very lightly touch-
ed upon and played little or no promi-
nence in the case, owing to lack of proof,
but the question of the x-rays figured as
the principal element as to the cause of
death.

The jury sustained the position taken
by the defense and acquitted the defend-
ant. The penal code section 181 pre-
scribes that the prosecution must estab-
lish beyond a reasonable doubt that the
bullet was the only and direct cause of
death.

The Seribe Swears.—To sustain the
contention of the defense the writer was
produced and duly sworn. In reply to
the hypothetical question based upon the
conceded facts as to the manner in which
the x-rays were employed the following
answer was given: “‘l regard the use of
this small apparatus (that i1s the one em-
ployed upon Punzo) for x-ray purposes
extremely dangerous to the subject ex-
See illustration. [ should say
that such an examination of a brain
already irritated as his was supposed to
have been would in my opinion, have
not onlv retarded the healing process
but cause a distinctive irritation, result-
ing in a breaking down and softening of
the brain tissue and thuscause the death
of th= sufferer.” In the exposure of
Punzotothe Roentgen Rays it was proven
that no preventative means were em-

posed.
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ployed to obwviate their dangerous and
destructive effects. The parts were too
close to the excited tube. No plate of
aluminum connected with a ground
wire was interposed between the Crookes'
tube and the patient's head to absorb the
electrical streamers. No attempt was
made to insulate the patient from the
electrical conductors of the apartment.
In other words the irritated brain of the
patient was placed directly in the danger
zone without protection from electrical
bombardment, and in all probability
what was a healthy reparative construc-
tive proc ss was arrested and converted
into a condition of destructive or retro-
grade metamorphosis.
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